
AP Lang 2022-2023 Summer Homework

Read ALL instructions carefully and thoroughly before beginning work. All written work must be your
own, and all submissions will be made via turnitin,com at the start of the 2022-2023 school year.

OVERVIEW OF SUMMER WORK:

Podcast Responses
Listen to 5-10 podcast episodes (can be from different series)
Focus on one podcast series for your responses
3 typed responses total, 250 words each, one response per episode

How to Read Nonfiction like a Professor
Read selected sections from the text
Respond to guided questions in a typed document, using evidence from the text

DETAILS:

Part 1: Building Background Knowledge with Podcasts - throughout the summer
One of the most integral tasks in AP Lang is to formulate written arguments on a wide variety of topics, and to
support those arguments with your own knowledge of history, politics, literature, art, and more. Summer is a
great time to give yourself a boost here by taking a deep dive into subjects that are new and interesting to you.

Instructions:

● Choose an informational podcast with which to expand your knowledge. When selecting a podcast, use
your best judgment in conjunction with the provided criteria, below. When in doubt, reread the criteria,
ask a friend, and as a last resort, email AP teachers (please email all of us at once, and allow time during
the summer for a response). Listen to at least 5-10 episodes over the course of the summer. (You MAY
listen to more than one podcast this summer, but your written responses should all be for the same one.)

● Notes are not required, but you will have to recall details from some episodes in your responses. Notes
also help students who struggle to retain information through listening alone.

● Choose three episodes of a single podcast on which to write your responses. (You will write a total of
three responses, one for each of the episodes you have chosen.)

● Each response (typed) must be at least 250 words (about half of a page of single-spaced typing) and
should include personal response, analysis, and questions that emerged from the episode. Do not merely
summarize. Use the following questions as a guide:

○ What do I know/understand now that I didn’t before?

○ How did this episode change the way I think about something?

○ What is a thought, idea, or perspective that I might not have considered if I hadn’t encountered
this episode?

● If you are listening to episodes and realizing that you are not encountering new or challenging
perspectives, consider selecting a different episode and/or podcast that will allow you to respond to the
above guiding questions.

● Please include an MLA-style citation of the podcast episode discussed in each response. Click here for
guidelines.

https://style.mla.org/how-do-i-cite-a-podcast-episode/
https://style.mla.org/how-do-i-cite-a-podcast-episode/


CHHS Summer Podcast Guidelines

How to Listen to Podcasts

● Podcasts can be downloaded for free on Spotify, Apple Podcasts, and a number of other websites and
apps. Or, you can stream directly from the website on a computer or electronic device.

● Most podcast episodes are ~45-60 minutes long, but some are much shorter, around 15 minutes. If you
choose a shorter podcast, you should listen to more episodes, or double up.

● Podcasts are typically published once per week on a specific day. You may choose to listen from the
beginning, listen to a whole “season,” or listen to new episodes as they are published (a good option if
your podcast is about current events).

● Selected podcasts must be school appropriate. Though AP Lang discusses some controversial subjects,
you must select a podcast without the “E” (explicit) label.

How to Find a Podcast

1) Good Podcasts for keeping up on recent news*:
a) The Times Podcast OR Orange County Register Podcast: local news
b) Up, First: NPR 3 top news stories of the day
c) Planet Money: NPR “The economy explained”
d) It’s Been a Minute: NPR weekly interviews with people in US culture who deserve your

attention, and weekly wrap ups of the news with other journalists.
*The above news podcasts are sometimes short in length, so more episodes are required.

2) The Argument: https://www.nytimes.com/column/the-argument
a) Three journalists, one conservative, one moderate, and one liberal, discuss various political and

cultural issues of the day.

3) This American Life: https://www.thisamericanlife.org/
a) A weekly public radio show, heard by 2.2 million people on more than 500 stations.

4) Radiolab: https://www.wnycstudios.org/podcasts/radiolab
a) A radio show and podcast weaving stories and science into sound and music-rich

documentaries.

5) NPR Podcast Homepage: https://www.npr.org/podcasts-and-shows/
a) A list of all the podcasts available from the NPR family, from varying perspectives, covering a

range of topics to suit varying interests

6) You may choose any other podcast you’d like, as long as it fits the following criteria:
a) Classroom appropriate (controversial topics are okay, podcasts flagged “explicit” are not)
b) Allows one to encounter new or challenging perspectives
c) Covers current issues, published no earlier than May 2022 (US-centered, or global with clear

relevance to US issues)
d) Episodes are approximately 45-60 minutes in length; double up or listen to more episodes if

significantly shorter
e) Non-fiction/informational podcasts only (no true crime, fictional mystery, gossip, etc.)

*Podcast Disclaimer: AP teachers have listened to select episodes in podcasts, but we have no way of vetting
all podcasts or the content that will be created. As a college level course, students will be exposed to diverse
academic opinions, and should be exploring different perspectives throughout the year, starting this summer.

https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-04-19/the-times-podcast
https://www.ocregister.com/tag/podcast/
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/510318/up-first
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/510289/planet-money
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/510317/its-been-a-minute-with-sam-sanders
https://www.nytimes.com/column/the-argument
https://www.thisamericanlife.org/
https://www.wnycstudios.org/podcasts/radiolab
https://www.npr.org/podcasts-and-shows/


Part 2: How to Read Nonfiction like a Professor

*10 Honors English classes will be picking up copies of this book in the CHHS library in the last 2 weeks of
school. If you miss this day or your class does not visit the library, please visit the library on your own at any
time before summer begins. You may also optionally purchase your own copy.

This book is designed to introduce you to the analytical ways of thinking about texts in this course. It also
includes a LOT of information that is relevant to the information you encounter on a daily basis through the
news, advertising, and social and internet media. Do not panic if you find yourself confused by some concepts,
but do your best to understand Foster’s main points by looking up words and using other resources.

IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER: The author of the book may give personal and political opinions that you find
controversial and do not agree with. That’s okay! It’s all about deciding for yourself, and using your own critical
thinking skills. Please read this note from College Board about texts in this class:

● “Issues that might, from particular social, historical, or cultural viewpoints, be considered controversial,
including references to ethnicities, nationalities, religions, races, dialects, gender, or class, may be
addressed in texts that are appropriate for the AP English Language and Composition course. Fair
representation of issues and peoples may occasionally include controversial material. Since AP students
have chosen a program that directly involves them in college level work, participation  in this course
depends on a level of maturity consistent with the age of high school students who have engaged in
thoughtful analyses of a variety of texts. The best response to controversial language or ideas in a text
might well be a question about the larger meaning, purpose, or overall effect of the language or idea in
context. AP students should have the maturity, skill, and will to seek the larger meaning of a text or
issue through thoughtful research” (College Board AP Language and Composition Course Exam and
Description, page 86).

● In addition, College Board requires that “selected readings provoke responses from multiple
perspectives and thus generate public discussion” (College Board AP Language and Composition
Course Exam and Description, page 85).

Instructions:

Please read the following bulleted sections of How to Read Nonfiction like a Professor, answering the numbered
questions as you read. The sections that are NOT assigned are OPTIONAL--please read them if you are
interested, but you will not be held responsible for the unassigned sections for the summer work.

● What’s Going On Around Here? (pages ix-xiv)
1. What is Foster’s main point, or thesis, in this section? Write 1-4 sentences.

● Introduction: Why Critical Reading Matters (pages 1-8)
2. What is Foster’s thesis in this section? Write 1-4 sentences.

● Chapter 1: The Structure of Nonfiction Information (pages 9-18)
3. Summarize the four P’s that Foster discusses on pages 9-12.
4. Consider a book or article you have read, or a podcast episode you have listened to. Describe the

structure, using this chapter as a guide. How does it start? Where does it go? How does it end?
● {Building Blocks of Argument} (pages 31-34)

5. Define “claim,” “ground,” and “warrant” in your own words.
6. Write an example of a claim, ground, and warrant.

● Chapter 5: It May Just Be Me, But… (51-61)
7. For each of the subheadings in chapter 5, write a 1-2 sentence summary of Foster’s claims. Please

label each section in your summary.



● Chapter 6: Source Code (63-78)
8. Name four kinds of proof or evidence a writer can use, according to Foster.
9. Explain how a newspaper article, a magazine article, and a book covering the same event or topic

will differ.
● Chapter 10: From the Inside Out (141-157)

10. After reading Foster’s chapter on the complex form and history of the “essay,” how would you
define an essay?

11. At the end of the chapter, Foster lists 5 questions we should always ask of an opinion piece.
Choose one of them and explain what it means and why it is so important in evaluating a source.

● {Interrogating the Text} (pages 233-239)
12. What are the five elements Foster encourages readers to interrogate? Why?

● Chapter 15: Reading Internet Sources (243-257)
13. Explain how we can “act like an editor” when we read online sources.
14. Why is Wikipedia unreliable and what tips does Foster offer for assessing the accuracy of

information you find there?
● Chapter 16: Social (Media) Disease (259-274)

15. What is “clickbait” on social media, and how can it distort the truth? How can you protect yourself
from these tricks?

● Conclusion (301-305)
16. What is Foster’s thesis in this section? Write 1-4 sentences.

Final overall reaction: How much of the information in this text was new for you? What are some of your
major takeaways from the sections you’ve read overall? What are some things that you agreed with and what
things did you disagree with? Why?

Due Date: Friday, August 12th

Your AP class will debrief this work in the first week of school and provide time to make adjustments as needed
with the guidance of your teacher. Work should be FINISHED on day 1, but may be revised without penalty all
the way until the due date, above.

Questions over the summer? Start first by reading and rereading instructions carefully and thoroughly. Then, ask
an AP friend (or two). If you still have questions after these steps, email the AP team. Please email all of us in
one email and allow sufficient time (it’s summer time!) for us to respond. Starting your summer work early will
ensure that you will get a response with plenty of time left to work. Do not wait until August. Whichever AP
teacher gets to the email first will respond.

AP Teachers:
Mrs. Hernandez: Robyn_Hernandez@chino.k12.ca.us
Ms. Kuh: Angeline_Kuh@chino.k12.ca.us
Mrs. Lindemulder: Char_Lindemulder@chino.k12.ca.us
Mrs. Plummer: Jennifer_Plummer@chino.k12.ca.us

mailto:Robyn_Hernandez@chino.k12.ca.us
mailto:Angeline_kuh@chino.k12.ca.us
mailto:Char_Lindemulder@chino.k12.ca.us
mailto:Jennifer_Plummer@chino.k12.ca.us

